I finally got him down to twenty-seven pounds. I found that it was necessary to close with him at once, as he was writing to Professors Fergusson [sic] , Osler and others offering the work on anatomy and the early surgicals so ... I decided to take them, as although the prices of some were rather stiff, I thought that on the whole they were not dear. I shall be glad to know if you approve of this. Joseph Frank Payne (1840 -1910 , Harveian Librarian of the Royal College of Physicians and a leading medical historian, was to be sold at Sotheby's on 12-14 July 1911. It was to be offered first as a single lot and Osler was keen to secure it for Johns Hopkins. He had £2,000 guaranteed by W A Marburg of Baltimore. The Wellcome archives are silent on the subject (as usual when Wellcome was on the spot and able to conduct his business personally) bui Osler's account is famous: The executors had placed a reserve price of £2,700, but on the morning of the sale I received an intimation that it would be reduced to £2,500 ... With Dr Henry Barton Jacobs and Dr George Dock, I went to Sotheby's at one o'clock on July 12th. A more rapid sale I never saw! The bidding began at £2,000 [sic] , and within a minute it was knocked down to an unknown bidder at £2,300, a figure beyond that which Mr Marburg had mentioned, but Dr Jacobs and I were prepared to go to the reserve price had we had a chance! The name of the purchaser is not known, but I believe the collection remains in this country. The Library was put up en bloc. Quaritch was bidding for us. It started at 2,000 [1,000], went up to 2,500 [1, 500] , and then £3,000 [2, 000] , and before I could consult with Q. it was knocked down at £3,300 ( An invitation to Thompson to dine with Osler on 28 January soon followed and it is pleasant to find that, admittedly in an afterthought, it was extended to the Librarian, T W Huck (1882 T W Huck ( -1918 , even though Osler was confused about his status: "Please bring your friend to dinner on Wednesday I did not catch his name-the one who is helping you with the old books." Three weeks later, on 21 February, Huck wrote to Osler promising to compile a list of the Library's incunabula for the newly-established Gesammtkatalog der Wiegendrucke. Incunabula crop up again a year later, when Osler was working on the bibliography to be appended to his Bibliographical Society address. Thompson responded (20 March 1915):
We are making you out a list of our medical incunabula before and including 1480, and as soon as it is ready I will forward it on to you at Oxford. I do trust that your Presidential address will be printed, as it will be of great value and assistance to all engaged in historical medical research work. Steele (1860 Steele ( -1944 . An attempt to secure Wellcome's financial support led to a personal letter from Osler:
I have been much interested in Roger Bacon, and particularly in his medical work. Steele has the originals now well in hand and ready for publication. Could you see him and take up the question of printing. I should be glad to discuss the matter with you both, as I [am] most anxious to see this part of Bacon's work published. (11 August 1915.) Steele was in fact under contract to Burroughs Wellcome for five days' research per week, and the Advertising Manager, E F Linstead, advised that, rather than paying the costs of publication, Wellcome should allow Steele to work on the project in the fimn's time for one or two days a week. Wellcome's reply to Osler postponed a decision: "I too am much interested in Bacon's medical and alchemical work and will gladly look into Steele's work and will consider what I can do when the war clouds have passed by." (17 August 1915.) Meanwhile Osler kept up a regular exchange of letters with Thompson, mostly in the form of requests for information. They co-operated on assembling a display of pubiications and memorabilia relating to Jean Astruc (1684 Astruc ( -1766 The records of this Society founded by the egregious self-publicist John Frost (1803-1840), which enjoyed a meteoric thirty years' existence, would surely now be seen as useful research material, but Thompson's reply was dismissive:
I have gone carefully through them, but beyond being a record of their proceedings, there does not appear to be anything of sufficient interest to include in our collections at the Museum. At the same time it is a pity for them to be lost, and I think the most suitable home for them would be the Library of the Royal Society of Medicine. (12 January 1917.) This reaction at least gives the lie to the myth that the Wellcome Museum would buy anything. The minute-books-nine volumes, from 1821 to the Society's dissolution in 1852-are now at the Royal Society of Medicine (Library MSS. L9/C/1-9 science has lost by his death a leading light: one of its greatest teachers, and one of the most charming and delightful personalities of our day. It will take many years to fully realize all the fruits of his extensive and varied activities for the benefit of mankind.
